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2011-2012 GENERAL ASSEMBLY
RESOLUTIONS

SEPTEMBER 26, 2011

Motion Regarding the Democratic Reform of the SSMU Board of Directors
Valid: September 26, 2011 - September 26, 2016

Whereas, the Students’ Society of McGill University (SSMU) must meet Quebec Law requirements that only
Canadian citizens or permanent residents may sit on the Board of Directors in order to not risk the Society’s
liquor permit;

Whereas, the Society’s Board of Directors currently comprises seven people, of whom the voting members
are the Society’s Executive Officers who meet the citizenship requirements outlined above, plus SSMU
Councillors elected to fill any additional seats;

Whereas, the Society’s Board of Directors must have ultimate decision-making authority according to
Quebec law;

Whereas, the Legislative Council is designed to be the highest decision-making body of the Society;

Whereas, the current composition of the Board of Directors gives more power to the Executive Officers
than to the elected members of the Legislative Council;

Whereas, transparency in decision-making is crucial to a democratic students’ society;
Resolved, that the SSMU shall insert the following into its by-laws:

Students’ Society of McGill University / Association Etudiante de I'Université McGill (the “Corporation”) By-
Law 2011-2, Concerning the Size, Composition and Functioning of the Board of Directors of the
Corporation.

Moved by:

Maggie Knight, President; Shyam Patel, Vice-President (Finance & Operations)

Emily Yee Clare, Vice-President (University Affairs); Carol Ellen Fraser, Vice-President (Clubs & Services)
Todd Plummer, Vice-President (Internal); Joél Pedneault, Vice-President (External)
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Motion Regarding Student Consultation in Re-Appointment of the Deputy
Provost of Student Life and Learning

Valid: September 26, 2011 - September 26, 2016

Whereas, the McGill Handbook of Student Rights and Responsibilities states that “The University has an
obligation to ensure that administrative decisions are made, or actions taken, with fair regard for known
and legitimate interests of students.” (Part 1, Article 5);

Whereas, a memorandum was signed by the Presidents of 11 undergraduate faculty associations, in
addition to the Students’ Society of McGill University (SSMU), opposing the extension of the term of Deputy
Provost (Student Life and Learning) this summer without the formation of a consultative body including
students;

Whereas,, the undergraduate student body should have been consulted in this process by the McGill
Administration;

Whereas, the McGill University Statutes 3.4.1 states that “Before recommending an appointment of the
office Provost, Deputy Provost, or Vice-Principal, the Principal shall have consulted an advisory committee
consisting of four representatives of the Board of Governors, four representatives of the Senate and two
students,” meaning that the University is not required to consult such a committee in the event of the re-
appointment of those holding the above positions;

Whereas, the McGill University Statutes 3.4.2 reads “Before recommending an appointment or
reappointment for the office of dean of a large faculty, the Principal shall have consulted an advisory
committee of thirteen members, which shall consist of four members nominated by the faculty
immediately concerned, four members not necessarily members of the faculty concerned, nor of Senate,
appointed by Senate, two members appointed by the Board of Governors, and three student members.”;

Whereas,, just as McGill respects the interests of students by consulting student representatives in the case

of the re-appointment of faculty deans, so student interests in the of re
of the or Vice
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