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SAMPLE CONSTITUTION 
Interim Status Club 

[Important note: Everything written in italics you may eelit or take out as it best applies to yOUJ: 
group. Everything in red MUST be kept in, though you may add to those sections. 

THE BRITISH APPRECIATION SOCIETY(CLUB NAME) CONSTITUTION 

Ratified by Membership on:' _________________ 
Ratified by SSMU Council ________________ 

ARTICLE I: Name 
1.1 The British Society also referred to hereinafter as the British Appreciation Club. 

ARTICLE II: Mandate 
2.1 The Club's mandate shall be to 
The Clubs Mandate shall be to: 

Provide and promote the cultUJ:e of Britain and all that is associated widl it. 
An organization in which British people and those with a love for Britain can share 
meir appreciation for Great Britain 
Offer a place and society for students who are from England to have the chance to 
meet: and get to know each other. 
Organize events and fundraisers to promote the British society and also to help out: 
the community in a way mat would be deemed charitable by the country of Great 
Britain. 
Provide support and a place to socialize for all who want to learn and experience the 
British practices and culture. 

2.2 Code of Conduct 
2.2.1 The Club shall carryjorth ils ?1landatefro?1l an anti·oppres,}ve standpoint. 
2.2.2 Equal r"ped shal! be giJJen to all membm, ",gardless of position 
2.2.3 No member shall make personal profit from me club 

ARTICLE III: Membership 
3.1 lYfe111bership in a Student's Society Club is open to evelTone. 
3.2 Only Students' Society of McGill University (SSMU) and Post Graduate Students' Society 

(PGSS) members are eligible to be elected as officers and to hold voting privileges. 
3.3 Associated non-voting men1bership is open to all others. 

ARTICLE IV: The Dignitaries 
You can structure this in many ways. A more traditional approach would be as follows: 
4.1 The Dignitaries (Parliament) shall administer me Club and oversee its events. 
4.2 The Parlia111ent is composed of the following five portfolios: 

1. Presidents (King and Queen) 
2. Vice President External (prime l\1inister) 
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3. Vice President Internal (Duke) 

4. Treasurer (Treasurer) 
5. Secretary (l'vIP) 

4.3 TI,e Parliament shall meet as frequendy as it deems fit. 
4.4 At least three of ilie five Parliament members must be present at a Parliamentary meetiug in 

order for quorum to be met. 

ARTICLE V: Portfolios 
For the traditional approach mentioned above, the following might be a core structure. Make .rure to adapt these to the 
activities of your club. 
5.1 The Pmident shalL' 

5.1.1 Be the chief executive officer, chief representative, and chief Jpokesperson of the Club. 
5.1.2 Oversee all aspects of the club. 
5.1.3 Ensure the smooth running of the Club as a whole through facilitation qf, and mediation with, the 

valiouJ Ee portfolios with a vision that is consistent with the Club mandate. 
5.1.4 Chair all EC meetings. 
5.1.5 Co-sign all financial transactions with the Treasurer. 
5.1.6 Co-sign all minutes with the S eeretmy. 
5.1. 7 
5.1.8 Co-ordinate and ovmee all programming of adivities and events of the club. 

5.2. The Vi" President External shalL' 
5.2.1 Act as repmentative of the Club to the ,vmmunity within and otttside of the University· 
5.2.2 Be responsible for developing healthy relations with student and ,vmmunity organizations within 

and outside M,Cill, and particularly those in the Montreal area. 
5.2.3 Be responsible for promoting the image of the Club to the community within and outside McGill 

U nivenity. 
5.3 The Vice President Internal shalL' 

5.3.1 Be responsible for communication within the EC and lVith the Student,.' Society of McGill 
U niverJ'ity. 

5.3.2 Help Presidents with the coordination of all programming of activities and evenls of the club 
5.4 The Treasurer shall: 

5.4.1 Oversee and coordinate fundingf01' the programming adilJities and events of the club 
5.4.2 Be responsiblefor the lVlledion of membership fees. 
5.4.3 Co-sign all finamial transactions with the Pmident. 
5.4.4 Ensure the funding and financial stability of the club. 
5.4.5 Keep track of all financial transactions and receipts in order to prepare the biyearly audits for the 

SSMU 
5.5 The Secretary shalL-

5.5.1 Take minuteJ at EC and general meetings, and enJure proper distribution of all minutes 
5.5.2 Co-sign all minutes with the President. 
5.5.3 Shall be responsible for booking and arranging meeting rooms, organising and obtaining 

refreshments, and drafting agendas jor general meetingJ. 
5.6 The Earl of the British So,iety 

5.6.1 M.ay cast the deciding I'ote in the event of a EC deadlock 
5.6.2 

5.6.3 Maintain the "",,-'- .-.,-' 

ARTICLE VI: Fees 
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6.1 ]l,e Club's membership fee shall bels dollars.);; 
•..... -., ..• 

ARTICLE VII: Finances 
7.1 The EC shall examine the fInancial records, and prepare an audit, complete records of all 

transactions and receipts, to be submitted to the SSMU at the end of each semester 
7.2 All club bank accounts must be kept at Scotiabank as subsections of the SSJ'vnJ account 

7.2.1 Each account must have a m.tlllmUnl of tw'o and lnaximum of three signing officers 
7.2.2 In order to receive funding of any kind from the SSMU, the cluh must have a 
Scotiabank account 

ARTICLE VIII: Meetings 
8.1 There shall be a General Meeting held in March for the pupose of e/"1ing new members to the Padiament. 
8.2 Regular Executive and General meetings shall be held throughout the jail and winter terms. 
8.3 Special Meetings shall be called at any time deemed necessary by the Padiament. 

ARTICLE IX: Electoral Procedures 
9.1 The Vice-President (Clubs & Services) of SSMU or his/her representative shall be the Chief 

Electoral OffIcer (CEO) \\lith final authority over electoral procedures and validity of results. 
9.2 The general membership must be notifIed of the date of the general meeting 2 weeks in 

advance to the date of the General Meeting called for elections purposes. 
9.3 Elections are to be held before March 31 during the previously mentioned General Meeting. 
9.4 The Executive Committee may designate Deputy Electoral OffIcers (DEOs) to assist the 

running of elections in consultation "'With the CEO. 
9.5 Blec!l1Ti,s·'a.tc:&9;b.e.'COhdiided:by· .. ectetballotiti pioi:s6h. 
9. 6 
9.7 The Vice-President (Clubs and Services) should be notifIed immediately in the event of 

contested electoral results 

ARTICLE XI: Constitutional Amendment Procedure 
11.1 Any member of the club may propose an amendment to the Constitution. 
11.2 In order to amend the mnstitution a two-thirds majority vote at a Genera! Meeting must be in javor of the 

pm posed amendment 
11.3 All amendments shall be ratifIed by the SSMU council before they take effect. 

ARTICLE XII: Bylaws and Policies 
12.1 The club shall create and 111a1ntain bylaws that cover the operations of the club which are not 

specified in the Constitution 
12.2 The club's bylaws shall not contravene the Constitution. 

ARTICLE XIII: SSMU Constitution 
13.1 In case of any inconsistencies bet\.vecn the Club Constitution and the SSJ\HJ Constitution 

and By-Laws, the SSMU Constitution and By-Laws shall take effect. 
13.2 If there are any areas not covered in this Constitution, the SSTvfU Constitution and 

shall take effect. 
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COVER LETTER 
Interim Status Club 

Please describe the goals of your club and how you plan to achieve these goals. Describe any 
activities you will host in order to achieve your goals. Please include information on how 
becoming a SSMU club will allow your group to achieve its goals. 

The original aim for the British Appreciation Society at McGill University is to 
allow those who are from England and those who wish to learn more about the British 
culture to be able to meet and get to know each other. !L'YJ!Loffer . ..the .. op.Pllrtllllity!or.those 
wh!LShare a love of.GreatBritain and its culture to.meet andsocialize.witheach other·in!l 

Ii . ..... '. .. . ..... . 
Some of the activities that we plan on doing to achieve these goals is to offer Pub 

ights out regularly to immerse our members amongst some of the more English and Irish 
, It will also offer a relaxed atmosphere for members to 

get to know each other at the beginning. Typical English Pub 
well as 

which will Include a selection of Tea, Crumpets and Scoues in the 
late afternoon for our 

We would also like to iutroduce events 
events, i.e. the champs league and English "national football team, which cau be viewed at 
Gerts on several occasious. 

By becomiug a recognized SSMU club, it will legitimize our club aud give those who 
are from or with a love of Britaiu the opportunity to take part within their school's studeut 
society, as well as gettiug more involved with their community. As a recognized SSMU club, 
it will also give the group a voice to be heard for other students who may be iuterested in 
joining, especially if they are so far from home. 

For more information, please contact Anushay Khan, Interest Group Coordinator, at the 
SSMU front desk or via email atigc@ssmu.mcgill.ca. 
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