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Legislative Council – November 2nd, 2017

Motion Regarding the Immediate Contestation of Bill 62
Whereas, the SSMU is an organization and union that represents a diverse body of
undergraduate students while adhering to a policy that supports equitable measures:
“All the SSMU's endeavors shall be undertaken with full respect for human dignity
and bodily sovereignty and without discrimination on the basis of irrelevant personal
characteristics that include but are not limited to race, national or ethnic origin, color,
religion, sex, gender identification, age, mental or physical disability, language, sexual
orientation or social class”1;
Whereas, the SSMU is committed to demonstrating leadership in matters of human
rights, social justice and environmental protection;
Whereas, the enforcement of Bill 62 goes against the SSMU’s commitment to human
rights, non-discrimination, and social justice;
Whereas, Bill 62 is a racist and sexist piece of legislation, as it is a direct affront to
women who wear face coverings for religious reasons;
Whereas, members of the SSMU will be negatively impacted by the enforcement of Bill
62 on campus;
Be it Resolved, that the SSMU will make clear through its communications networks
that any enforcement of Bill 62 is against its values and commitment to social justice;
Be it further Resolved, the SSMU will make a public announcement denouncing Bill 62
on all its platforms;
Be it further Resolved, the SSMU will promote on-campus and local initiatives working
to combat Bill 62;
Be it further Resolved, the SSMU will promote campus-related and local initiatives on
their social media platforms to raise awareness about the problems regarding Bill 62
and its impact on the McGill community;
Be it further resolved, the SSMU will help affected students to know their rights and
provide resources for students being negatively impacted by the effects of Bill 62.
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Be it further resolved, the SSMU through its VP External will connect with other
university student unions to adopt a similar motion to this in protesting Bill 62.
Motion written in collaboration with Law students and Social Work students
Law: Romita Sur, Rebecca Kaeser Reiss, Melisa Demir
Social Work: Matthew Savage, Vincent Mousseau

Moved by:
Melisa Demir, Law Representative
Matthew Savage, Social Work Representative
Tre Mansdoerfer, Senate Caucus Representative
Connor Spencer, Vice President (External Affairs)
Corinne Bulger, Arts Representative
Jennifer Chan, Arts Representative
Yue Jiao, Athletics Representative
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