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MOTION REGARDING DISCRETIONARY FUNDING 
FOR SSMU DRIVESAFE  2019-10-24 

Submitted for: October 24, 2019 

 
WHEREAS, Students’ Society of McGill University DriveSafe (hereby referred to as DriveSafe) is 
entering its twentieth year of providing free rides home to students and staff of McGill University on 
Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays, between the hours of 11pm to 3am; 
 
WHEREAS, for the 2019-2020 school year, DriveSafe estimates to rent 140 vans and 140 cars for its 
service, with a total estimated driving distance of 44 800 kilometres, excluding special event vehicles 
(Appendix A); 
 
WHEREAS, DriveSafe’s rental agency, contracted through SSMU, has difficulty providing zero-emission 
vehicles; 
 
WHEREAS, DriveSafe’s Constitution requires the service to “regularly monitor the environmental 
impact of all its events and operations” and to “attempt to utilize the services and resources available 
at SSMU to maximize capacities for equitable decision-making and environmental stewardship” 
(Appendix B); 
 
WHEREAS, DriveSafe, with the kind support and partnership of the McGill University’s Office of 
Sustainability discovered that its service emits 9.8 tons of greenhouse gas into the environment per 
school year (Appendix C); 
 
WHEREAS, DriveSafe recognizes that according to the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC), we, as citizens of this planet have only 11 years left to prevent a climate 
change catastrophe; 
 
WHEREAS,  DriveSafe is committed to providing an accessible service for all McGill students and staff, 
while ensuring that it offsets its carbon emissions, and committing itself to establishing a carbon 
neutral service by utilizing only electric vehicles by 2030; 
 
WHEREAS,  SSMU has committed itself through section 7.1.1 in the Climate Change Policy adopted on 
15 October 2016 to “advocate for solutions to climate change in communities and at all governmental 
levels, for example community renewable energy projects; fair, ambitious, and binding carbon pricing 
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systems; and initiatives contributing to more sustainable food systems” and reinforced this sentiment 
through the Sustainability Policy passed on 5 April 2018; 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, THAT the SSMU Legislative Council approve the following question for the Fall 2019 
referendum period: 
 

Do you agree to allocate up to (5%) of SSMU DriveSafe’s annual budget to be used as 
discretionary funding for environmental stewardship and carbon offsets, beginning in the Winter 
2020 semester? 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, THAT the Legislative Council endorse this referendum question, and 
mandate the Vice President (Finance) to form a “Yes” campaign committee.  
 
 
Moved by: 
Sam Haward, Vice President (Finance) 
 
Seconded by: 
Shreya Dandamudi, Arts Representative 
 
Written by: 
Charles Choi, President - SSMU DriveSafe 
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APPENDIX A 
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APPENDIX B 
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From: https://drive.google.com/open?id=1NnKer98mkTb03-QhPs1pKTiabYmurE0n (DriveSafe’s 
Constitution) 

APPENDIX C 

 
*We thank the generous support from the McGill Office of Sustainability (MOOS) and Climate Officer, 
Ali Rivers, of the MOOS for these calculations. 
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