
Metro Boycott Campaign

Divest McGill & CJM



Canada’s Emissions



McGill’s Investments



Why is Divestment urgent?

“Of course we are concerned. The access to 
capital, pre-COVID, has become one of the 
biggest challenges of Canada’s energy industry 
and much of it . . . coming out of a misinformed 
campaign from European financial 
institutions,”



Why Boycott?



The Metro-McGill connection



Maryse Bertrand
● McGill’s Vice-Chair of the Board of Governors

● Board of Directors at Metro; $120,000/year + 500,000 shares (>$100)

● Boycott: financial and professional pressure on Ms. Bertrand 

● Option #1: reconsider her stance on McGill’s fossil fuel investments ($50M) 

● Option #2: step down from the Board of Governors.

● Note: she historically blocked motions and petitions brought forth by students 

regarding divestment, obstructing any form of democracy.



How boycotting works
● Corporations like Metro care about preserving 

their brand and clientele.

● Our leverage: media coverage and the support of 

the McGill community

● Past successes: targeting profits + brand name

● Example: Nike boycott in the 1990s (over 
exploitation of child labor)

“Nike has worked hard [to] rehabilitate its 
reputation.” (The Guardian)

https://www.theguardian.com/vital-signs/2015/jan/06/boycotts-shop
ping-protests-activists-consumers

https://www.theguardian.com/vital-signs/2015/jan/06/boycotts-shopping-protests-activists-consumers
https://www.theguardian.com/vital-signs/2015/jan/06/boycotts-shopping-protests-activists-consumers


Your Support
1. Boycott Metro (Super C, Adonis, Marché Richelieu, Première Moisson, Food Basics, and Marché Ami, and 

Jean-Coutu stores)

2. Passing a Motion in January through Legislative Council in support of the 
Boycott

3. Marking “interested” on Divest McGill’s Metro Boycott Facebook events
4. Sharing the Facebook events with your friends
5. Adding you name to the Google Form below, expressing that you would be 

interested to being scheduled to attend a picket
6. Joining the Boycott team to help with the behind the scenes work for the 

campaign

Google Form: https://forms.gle/saATQiNM9E7m9kje9 

https://forms.gle/saATQiNM9E7m9kje9


How to Join

● Boycott all Metro stores and shop instead at local grocers.

● Participate in weekly pickets at Metro 
○ currently Saturdays 3:30-4:00 at Metro ETS, just south of the Bell Centre. 

○ see Facebook events on Divest McGill and CJAM’s pages

○ Wear a mask! Signs, chants, and drum-playing are included 

● Spread the word on social media! to broaden the campaign’s reach.
○ Share the event or post about the boycott!



Other Grocers (in walking distance)



See You There!


