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Submitted to:  SSMU Legislative Council  Document no.:  LEG-PUB-MOT-2021-02-11-016 

Moved by:  Gifford Marpole 
Vice-President (Finance) 
 

Current  
Status: 

☐ FOR APPROVAL 
☑ APPROVED 
☐ POSTPONED 
☐ COMMITTED 
☐ NOT APPROVED Seconded by:  Addy Parsons 

Senate Representative 

Issue  The Access McGill Ancillary Fee, a non-opt-outable fee at $2.00 per student 
per term (excluding summer) is set to expire after Winter 2021. 
 

Background and  
Rationale 

Established through a referendum in 1988, this fee was most recently 
renewed in Winter 2015. The Access McGill Ancillary Fee is collected by 
McGill to contribute to making the University more accessible to students 
with disabilities. It is used for direct student support, including covering 
costs of invigilation for accommodated exams, assisting with requests 
made through the OSD, and other initiatives to make McGill more accessible 
under the jurisdiction of the Director, Office for Students with Disabilities. 

Alignment with  
Mission  

This motion aligns with SSMU’s mission to provide outstanding services for 
the SSMU Membership by strengthening the social conditions of its 
Members. 
This motion also aligns with SSMU’s mission of representation by acting in 
the best interests of its Members as a whole. 
This motion further aligns with SSMU’s mission of leadership by committing 
itself to groups, programs, and activities that are devoted to the well-being 
of disadvantaged groups. 
Furthermore, this motion aligns with SSMU’s Equity Policy. 
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Consultations  
Completed 

Consultations were completed with the Vice-President (Finance) and the 
McCall MacBain Scholarships and Student Aid Centre. 
 

Risk Factors and 
Resource 
Implications 

Should the renewal of this fee not pass, the services, equipment, facilities, 
and resources used to make McGill more accessible will not have the 
necessary funding to continue. 
 

Sustainability 
Considerations 

This motion has considered the economic sustainability of the OSD and the 
social sustainability of students with disabilities. 
 

Impact of 
Decision  
and Next Steps 

Should the renewal of this fee pass, Members will continue to be charged 
$2.00/term which will go towards McGill more accessible to students with 
disabilities. 
 

Motion or  
Resolution for  
Approval 

Be it resolved that the Legislative Council approve the following question 
for the Winter 2020 referendum period: 
 
Do you agree to the renewal of the non-opt-outable Access McGill Fee of 
$2.00 per student per semester (excluding summer), payable by all 
undergraduate students who are members of the SSMU, starting in Fall 2021 
and ending Winter 2026 (inclusive) at which time it will be brought back to 
the membership for renewal, with the understanding that a majority “no” 
vote will result in the discontinuation of funding used to provide services and 
resources necessary to improve accessibility within the University? 
 
Be it further resolved that ​the SSMU Legislative Council adopts the 
actionable aspects of this question and that any grammatical or legal 
changes necessary do not need the re-approval of the Legislative Council. 
 

Results of the 
Vote 

☐ In favour (UNANIMOUS) 
☐ Opposed () 
☐ Abstain () 
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Appendix A : Relevant Appendix  
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