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1. Background and rationale
1.1. The SSMU Constitution states that “the SSMU commits to demonstrating leadership in matters of
human rights [and] social justice”.

1.2. McGill students have historically campaigned for divestment from institutions or corporations that
demonstrate a lack of accountability, ethicality, and respect for the rights and dignity of others.

1.3. Palestinian and pro-Palestine students have worked for years to educate their peers about McGill
Universityʼs complicity in the oppression of Palestinians, while facing serious threats to their safety
and other fundamental rights.

1.4. McGill University invests in, or engages in close collaboration with several corporations and
institutions complicit in an entrenched system of settler-colonial apartheid against Palestinians.

1.5. This system of settler-colonial apartheid is characterized by a brutal regime of land the�,
checkpoints, house demolitions, environmental destruction, deportation, and extrajudicial killings at
the hands of soldiers, police, and settlers.

1.6. Under this same regime, Palestinians in the Gaza Strip continue to live in ever-worsening
conditions under a destructive blockade, where attempts to protest or resist are met with the bullets of
snipers, or deadly bombing.

1.7. McGill University cut its ties with institutions and corporations complicit in South African
apartheid in the 1980s, a�er concerted student activism.

1.8. An ever-growing number of student unions, universities, labour unions, political parties, and
religious organizations have called for boycotts or divestment from settler-colonial atrocities against
Palestinians, in Canada and around the world.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1drVfxAnCjS8mwDuzDrY85y-62PXm-IdU2XgUz17qOa0/edit
https://elections.ssmu.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Edited-Winter-2022-Referendum-Questions.pdf
https://ssmu.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/The-Constitution-of-the-Students%E2%80%99-Society-of-McGill-University-2021-11-15.pdf?x21981
https://archive.org/details/McGillLibrary-mcgill-daily-francais-v75-n031-november-20-1985-12708/mode/2up?view=theater
https://www.mcgilltribune.com/opinion/the-ssmu-bods-ratification-of-the-divest-for-human-rights-policy-is-long-overdue-08102021/
https://www.mcgilltribune.com/news/divest-mcgill-delivers-petition-to-administration-urging-immediate-divestment-from-tc-energy7122021/
https://www.mcgilldaily.com/2021/11/sphr-hosts-bds-week/
https://www.mcgilltribune.com/how-mcgill-fails-palestinian-students/
https://ssmu.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Divest-for-Human-Rights-Policy-2021-02-27.pdf?x21981
https://www.mcgilldaily.com/2020/07/its-beyond-time/
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/04/27/threshold-crossed/israeli-authorities-and-crimes-apartheid-and-persecution
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/02/israels-apartheid-against-palestinians-a-cruel-system-of-domination-and-a-crime-against-humanity/
https://imeu.org/article/quick-facts-israels-theft-destruction-of-palestinian-land-homes
https://interactive.aljazeera.com/aje/2018/commuting-through-israeli-checkpoints/index.html
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/israel-occupation-palestine-housing-east-jerusalem/
https://www.btselem.org/settler_violence/20180802_settlers_destroy_2000_palestinian_owned_trees
https://www.haaretz.com/middle-east-news/palestinians/ten-methods-for-deportation-israel-has-created-1.7582516
https://mondoweiss.net/2020/06/the-light-of-my-heart-eyad-al-halaqs-mother-grieves-his-killing-outside-jerusalem-school-he-loved/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/jan/26/man-78-died-of-stress-induced-heart-attack-after-israeli-detention-says-autopsy
https://www.middleeasteye.net/opinion/iyad-al-halak-case-how-israeli-state-and-media-conspire-dehumanise-palestinian-victims
https://www.btselem.org/settler_violence_updates/during-corona-crisis
https://thisisapartheid.btselem.org/eng/#1
https://www.972mag.com/un-prediction-gaza-unlivable/
https://imeu.org/article/putting-palestinians-on-a-diet-israels-siege-blockade-of-gaza
https://www.newstatesman.com/world/middle-east/2018/06/what-happened-gaza-wasnt-conflict-it-was-massacre
https://airwars.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Why-did-they-bomb-us-ENG.pdf
https://archive.org/details/McGillLibrary-mcgill-daily-francais-v75-n031-november-20-1985-12708/mode/2up?view=theater
http://africanactivist.msu.edu/organization.php?name=McGill%20South%20Africa%20Committee
https://springmag.ca/students-win-historic-bds-victory-at-uoft
https://twitter.com/BrownDivest/status/1201594582464684032?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1201594588768722944%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es2_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fbdsmovement.net%2Fnews%2Fbrown-university-corporate-responsibility-committee-votes-divest-companies-connected-israeli
https://www.csn.qc.ca/actualites/la-csn-se-joint-au-mouvement-mondial/
https://www.ndp.ca/peace
https://visualizingpalestine.org/visuals/church-divestments
https://www.cjpme.org/bds_endorsers_list
https://visualizingpalestine.org/collective-action-timeline
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2. Action Items

2.1. Be it Resolved:

2.1.1. The SSMU shall campaign for McGill Universityʼs public condemnation of Canary Mission and
other surveillance or smear campaigns against Palestinian and pro-Palestine students.

2.1.2. The SSMU shall make at least one public statement each semester, including a statement on
Nakba Day, reaffirming the SSMUʼs solidarity with Palestinian students and with Palestinian liberation
from settler-colonial apartheid. Each of these statements shall be authored by the SSMU Palestine
Solidarity Committee.

2.1.3. The SSMU shall completely boycott all corporations and institutions complicit in settler-colonial
apartheid against Palestinians.

2.1.4. The SSMU shall campaign for McGill Universityʼs complete boycott of all corporations and
institutions complicit in settler-colonial apartheid against Palestinians.

2.1.5. The SSMU shall completely divest from all corporations complicit in settler-colonial apartheid
against Palestinians.

2.1.6. The SSMU shall campaign for McGill Universityʼs complete divestment from all corporations
complicit in settler-colonial apartheid against Palestinians.

2.1.7. The SSMU shall form a Palestine Solidarity Committee (PSC), composed of at least one SSMU
Political Campaign Coordinator (chair), one SSMU executive and at least four members of Solidarity for
Palestinian Human Rights McGill (SPHR).

2.1.8. In the event of any question, conflict or uncertainty regarding the correct application of the
Policy, the Palestine Solidarity Committee shall make a binding decision, by majority vote. This
decision shall then be ratified by the student body in the earliest subsequent SSMU referendum.

2.1.9. This Policy shall remain in force for a period of 5 years, starting from the moment of its adoption
by the student body.
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https://theintercept.com/2018/11/22/israel-boycott-canary-mission-blacklist/
https://mcgillsphr.medium.com/six-months-later-we-are-still-demanding-accountability-for-the-mcgill-blacklist-d8e034dd6eaf
https://www.mcgilltribune.com/news/ssmu-board-of-directors-debate-j-boards-judgment-on-sphr-mcgill-v-ssmu-case-20211026/
https://www.cjpme.org/nakba

