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▶ McGill Alumni 2020
▶ SSMU Eng Rep ‘15-’16

Formerly known as Bar des Pins
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Transformative space for groups to organize

Solidarity Meal program (e.g. $3 PWYC lunch) 

Live events, speaker panels, community forums

Locally grown food, locally brewed beer

Café & co-workspace by day, 
Pub and community hub by night

Owned and operated by the community
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Approval of a 
Plebiscite Question 

to the student body 
about investing 
5% of the CERF

into 
Coop Bar Milton-Parc

Plebiscite Question:
Non-binding straw poll question 
issued to gauge the SSMU 
membership’s view

Capital Expenditures 
Reserve Fund (CERF):
Accrued profits from historical SSMU 
activities, including year-in year-out 
surplus/deficit. 

⇒ § Finances-07 Funds: Part 1

Coop Bar Milton-Parc:
A cooperatively owned 
establishment that is value aligned 
to SSMU and will be providing an 
array of services to students and 
community members alike
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https://ssmu.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Internal-Regulations-of-the-Society%E2%80%99s-Finances-2021-04-08.pdf?x21981&x21981


CMP is a collection of independently 
organized cooperatively owned
housing in the ghetto Milton-Parc

The largest urban community land-
trust in all North America

A local, social, and economic partner
miltonparc.org
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16 housing cooperatives 
6 housing non-profits
14 community owned commercial spaces
thousands of residents

https://www.miltonparc.org/en/


Urban developer Concordia Estates acquires significant chunk of land and proposes demolition of much of the Milton-Parc area
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Milton-Parc Citizens Committee is founded to oppose the destruction of their neighbourhood.
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Despite many protests, 255 structures were demolished, which created what we now know as LaCite
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With a well-timed recession and the mounting pressure from the community, development stopped after Phase 1
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A LOT MORE HAPPENS. Citizens of Milton-Parc go on to grow beyond securing housing, fostering cultural events, supporting one 
another through mobilization and mutual aid. In 1992 due to financial hardship, the CMP had to sell the space to Bar des Pins.

11



Just short of 30 years, Bar des Pins closed down its operation. 
The CMP repurchased the space, and opened a call for proposals from the community
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A team is formed, a business plan is made, a lease is signed for the space, BMP team legally incorporates as a cooperative.
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is an autonomous association of 
persons united voluntarily to meet their common 
economic, social and cultural needs and 
aspirations through a jointly-owned and 
democratically-controlled enterprise.

Self-help

Self-responsibility

Democracy

equality, equity and solidarity

1 Member : 1 Vote vs. 1 Share : 1 Vote

Common need vs. Profit maximization

Patronage vs. Amount of shares
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20% discount on all eligible goods

Participate in open democracy

Surplus profits that are not reinvested are 

evenly distributed to all members

For a one-time, 
always refundable 

share of $20:
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1. McGill students are an intrinsic 
part of Milton-Parc

2. SSMU and BMP are value-
aligned

3. Concordia has demonstrated that 
direct financial involvement in 
the local economy benefits its 
students

4. Space is a sparse resource on 
campus

“Every undergraduate at 
McGill is a member of the 

SSMU. We are here to 
speak out for you and 

advocate for your 
interests”ssmu.ca/about-us
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https://ssmu.ca/about-us/


will be….
a vibrant community space day and night. 
a provider of affordable meals
a showcase of local art, musicians and performers
an empowered workforce of students and community
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The McGill student body is
capable of radically improving the 

quality of life for students and residents alike. 

But first we must gather, 
and we must be able to eat (and drink).



Questions?

More about our project:
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http://bmp.coop
Suggest a new name!
Join the team!
Book the space!

https://bit.ly/seize4-w2023
malcolm@solidarityeconomy.ca
Facebook / insta – Malcolm McClintock

http://bmp.coop/
mailto:malcolm@solidarityeconomy.ca
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https://www.solidarityeconomy.ca/

