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MOTION REGARDING THE REMOVAL OF
PRESIDENT TAYLOR
Submitted for: 2024-12-05

Submitted to: SSMU General Assembly Document no.: GA-PUB-MOT-2024-12-05-001

Moved by: John Vogel
SSMU Member

Current
Status:

FOR APPROVAL
APPROVED
POSTPONED
COMMITTED
NOT APPROVED

Seconded by: Kynda Nashif
SSMU Member

Issue
This motion seeks to remove President Taylor from office in
accordance with section 10.6 of the SSMU Constitution under
grounds of impropriety;1 violation of the provisions of this
Constitution or its Internal Regulations; and delinquency of duties.2

These characteristics have been demonstrated through his
mishandling of a strike motion submitted in Support of Palestinian
Liberation, misrepresentation of legal constraints, and failure to
uphold democratic processes guaranteed under the SSMU
Constitution.

2 defined as neglect of one’s duty
1 defined as a failure to observe standards or show due honesty or modesty
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Background and
Rationale

Members of the SSMU student body, along with the Political
Campaigns Coordinator, have documented a pattern of misconduct
by President Taylor in his handling of the Palestinian Student
Solidarity Strike motion during November 2024. Specifically:

1. On November 5, 2024 students submitted the first draft of a
motion for a Special Strike General Assembly in solidarity with
Palestine

2. On November 6, 2024 the steering committee denied the
facilitation of a GA due to alleged injunction constraints
around the Policy Against Genocide in Palestine.

3. On November 8, 2024, in response to efforts from the Political
Campaigns Coordinator to solicit a comprehensive response
from the SSMU, President Taylor falsely claimed that the SSMU
Steering Committee could not proceed with a Special General
Assembly for a strike vote due to an injunction against the
Policy Against Genocide in Palestine (PAGIP), misrepresenting
legal constraints on SSMU's operations (Appendix A) by stating
the following:

A. “The necessary language to be changed would result in
the Strike no longer having anything to do with
Palestine.” (Appendix B)

4. On November 8, 2024, despite a clear explanation from the
Political Campaigns Coordinator (Appendix C) that the
injunction's scope was limited and did not prevent
consideration of a strike motion, President Taylor continued to
obstruct the democratic process (Appendix D).

5. When asked to meet with students on two occasions to
consult on changes to the language of the motion, President
Taylor denied or ignored the request. Furthermore, when
asked to present an accurate legal interpretation of a strike
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vote, Taylor continued to misrepresent consultations with
legal counsel by alleging that “.....they [legal counsel] have
informed us that actions such as striking would be against the
injunction several times.”

6. When finally acknowledging his error on November 21, 2024,
President Taylor admitted to making "incorrect assumptions"
and "misrepresenting the SSMU's legal limitations," (Appendix
E) writing, “I failed to adequately consult our legal counsel or
my fellow executives before making such a definitive
statement.” (Appendix F) At this point, 16 days after the
motion was first submitted, a strike was no longer possible
due to the continued obstruction of these processes and
constrained timeline.

This pattern of behavior violates the President’s responsibility to
“enforce the Constitution” as stipulated in Section 10.11 of the SSMU
Constitution. This corresponds to failures to fulfill

● Section 13.2, which guarantees the right of students to call a
Special General Assembly

● Section 13.7, which specifically outlines provisions for Strike
General Assemblies

President Taylor’s behavior also indicated a pattern of ‘impropriety’
and a ‘delinquency of duties’ as stipulated in Section 10.6 as grounds
for removal from Office through repeatedmisrepresentations of the
SSMU’s legal obligations and refusal to meet with students to consult
further steps.

Alignment with
Mission The SSMU Constitution commits to demonstrating leadership in

matters of human rights and social justice. The recently ratified Policy
on Harmful Military Technology affirms the SSMU's continued duty to
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support student activism against weapons manufacturing companies.
The SSMU President Taylor's actions have actively undermined these
principles by obstructing legitimate student organizing efforts and
misrepresenting legal constraints to prevent democratic
decision-making.

Consultations
Completed Consultations have been conducted between strike organizers, the

Political Campaigns Coordinator, as well as the Steering Committee.

Risk Factors and
Resource
Implications

Failure to remove President Taylor would set a harmful precedent
where executive officers are not held accountable for obstruction of
democratic processes and neglect of constitutional duties This
would severely undermine SSMU's ability to function as a
representative student organization.

Sustainability
Considerations The integrity and sustainability of SSMU's democratic processes

require accountability when officers fail to uphold their
constitutional duties or actively misrepresent information to the
student body.
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Impact of
Decision
and Next Steps

Should this motion pass, President Taylor shall be removed from
office pending a successful ratification. His duties shall fall to other
members of the Executive in the interim period pending
by-elections.

Motion or
Resolution for
Approval

WHEREAS, President Taylor deliberately misrepresented legal
constraints to prevent consideration of a legitimate strike motion;

WHEREAS, President Taylor admitted to making incorrect
assumptions and failing to properly consult legal counsel before
making definitive statements;

WHEREAS, President Taylor's actions violated multiple sections of
the SSMU Constitution regarding democratic processes and
executive duties;

BE IT RESOLVED that this Special General Assembly removes Dymetri
Taylor from his position as SSMU President.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, should the Special General Assembly
motion be approved, an online ratification of this Motion for a period
of seven days, at the earliest discretion of Elections SSMU, will be
sent to the SSMUMembership, requiring 10% quorum.

Results of the
Vote

☐ In favour (305)
☐ Opposed (45)
☐ Abstain (9)
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Appendix A
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Appendix B
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Appendix C
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Appendix D
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Appendix E
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Appendix F

GA-PUB-MOT-2024-12-05-001 | 11

https://ssmu.ca/

