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1.​ Why is this Policy so urgent? 
 
1.1.​ Since October 7th 2023, Israeli forces have waged a relentless, indiscriminate , 1

genocidal  bombing campaign in the Gaza Strip, murdering over 7,500 Palestinians, 2

including over 3,000 children and 47 entire extended families at the time of writing. 
Backed by the Canadian, U.S. and other Western governments, Israeli military and 
government officials have repeatedly declared their intent to destroy  the population 3

of Gaza. 
1.2.​ Since October 7th, food, water, medicine, fuel, electricity and any other essentials of 

life have been completely cut off from the Gaza Strip by Israeli forces. This constitutes 
a murderous escalation of the  pre-existing, illegal, suffocating, siege which has 
subjected Gaza’s population to inhumane  living conditions over the past 17 years. 4

1.3.​  As of October 28th, healthcare facilities throughout Gaza have completely collapsed  5

as a result of the bombing and the siege. Internet and phone communications have 
been completely blocked . The people of Gaza are facing the threat of imminent 6

annihilation, under the shadow of a media blackout. 
1.4.​ Instead of condemning this escalating genocide, the McGill administration has publicly 

threatened  students who voice their solidarity with the Palestinian people. The 7

administration’s persistent refusal to even acknowledge the mass murder of 
Palestinians has demonstrated a shocking, blatant, racist disregard for Palestinian and 
Arab lives. 

1.5.​ McGill University continues to invest , or engage in close collaboration with 8

corporations, institutions, and donors  complicit in the ongoing genocide against 9

Palestinians in Gaza, in addition to settler-colonial apartheid and ethnic cleansing 
throughout occupied Palestine. 

1.6.​ Following concerted student activism, McGill University cut its ties with institutions 
and corporations complicit  in South African apartheid in the 1980s. 10

10 https://archive.org/details/McGillLibrary-mcgill-daily-francais-v75-n031-november-20-1985-12708/mode/2up?view=theater 

9 https://web.archive.org/web/20230528091553/https://www.mcgilldaily.com/2022/09/mcgill-announces-new-sports-science-institute/ 

8 https://ssmu.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Divest-for-Human-Rights-Policy-2021-02-27.pdf?x21981 

7 https://drive.google.com/file/d/19kSfMyxk40SwV5x2o03pgBEcz3ZW7jcv/view 

6 https://web.archive.org/web/20231101195229/https://time.com/6329388/israel-palestine-gaza-strip-communication-blackout/ 

5 https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/health-services-collapse-gaza-strip-hospitals 

4 
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/gaza-unliveable-un-special-rapporteur-for-the-situation-of-human-rights-in-the-opt-tells-third-com
mittee-press-release-excerpts/ 

3 https://web.archive.org/web/20231107031140/https://ccrjustice.org/sites/default/files/attach/2023/10/Israels-Unfolding-Crime_ww.pdf 

2 https://web.archive.org/web/20231017160718/https://www.bostonreview.net/articles/a-jewish-plea-stand-up-to-israels-act-of-genocide/ 

1 https://web.archive.org/web/20231107035810/https://www.commondreams.org/news/israel-gaza-bombing 
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1.7.​ The SSMU Constitution states that “the SSMU commits to demonstrating leadership in 
matters of human rights [and] social justice.” 

1.8.​ In 2021, the SSMU Judicial Board reaffirmed  the SSMU’s right to support Palestinian 11

liberation, to criticize oppressive governments, and to engage  in boycott or 12

divestment campaigns. 
1.9.​ During the SSMU’s Winter 2022 Referendum, 71% of student voters endorsed the 

Palestine Solidarity Policy, indicating overwhelming support for our student union’s 
urgent obligation to support Palestinian human rights. 

2.​ Mandates 
Be it resolved, that the students of McGill University and their student union: 
 
2.1.​ Demand that our university’s administration immediately and publicly condemn the 

genocidal bombing campaigns and siege against the people of Gaza, retract its 
abhorrent threats against Palestinian students and student groups, and provide 
concrete support to Palestinian and Arab students. 

2.2.​ Demand that our University immediately cut ties with any corporations, institutions or 
individuals complicit in genocide, settler-colonialism, apartheid, or ethnic cleansing 
against Palestinians. 

2.3.​ Demand that our University immediately divest from all corporations and institutions 
complicit in genocide, settler-colonialism, apartheid, or ethnic cleansing against 
Palestinians. 

2.4.​ Demand that our student union, the SSMU, make an immediate public statement 
condemning the ongoing genocide against the Palestinian people in Gaza, and 
reaffirming its solidarity with Palestinian and Arab students. 

2.5.​ Demand that our student union commit to a strong, consistent position in solidarity 
with Palestinian students, and with the Palestinian struggle against genocide and 
settler-colonial apartheid. 

12 
https://ssmu.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Final-Decision-Reference-re-Applicability-to-the-Society%E2%80%99s-Services-of-the-2016-R
eference-re-Legality-of-the-BDS-Motion-and-Similar-Motions-2021-04-14-1.pdf?x21981 

11 https://ssmu.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/20210119_Final_Judgment_Reference-2-Clarifications-PUBLIC.pdf?x21981 
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