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SSMU BOARD OF DIRECTORS PUBLIC MINUTES 

April 23, 2026 
 
The Board of Directors meeting of the Students’ Society of McGill University (SSMU) was held by 
teleconference and in the SSMU Boardroom on Tuesday, April 23  at 18:00. 
 
Present: Dymetri Taylor (Director), Susan Aloudat (Director),  Keith Babayon (Director), Adam Corbier 
(Director), Rajan Duncan (Director), Jean-Sébastien Léger (Director), Simon Ngassam (Director), 
Hannah Lilles (Director), Hamza Abu Alkhair (Officer, non-voting), Minaal Mirza (Officer, non-voting), 
Simone Brown (Policy and Advocacy Coordinator, non-voting), Melissa Proietti (General Manager, 
non-voting), Acadia Knickerbocker (Speaker, non-voting),  Yasmin Beeai (Deputy Speaker, non-voting), 
Harry Wang (Parliamentarian, non-voting), Alissa Gharzouzi (Recording Secretary, non-voting).  
 
Absent: Seraphina Crema Black (Director), Annette Yu (Director), Joshua Chin (Alumni Representative, 
non-voting),  
 

1.​ Call to Order: 18:21 
 

The Chair calls the meeting to order at 18:21 

 
2.​ Land Acknowledgement 

 
The SSMU acknowledges that McGill University is situated on the traditional and unceded territory of the 
Anishinaabeg and Haudenosaunee nations. The SSMU recognizes and respects these nations as the true 
and constant custodians of the lands and waters on which we meet today. Further, the SSMU commits to 
and respects the traditional laws and customs of these territories. 
 
L’AÉUM reconnaît que l’Université McGill est située sur le territoire traditionnel et non cédé des nations 
Anishinaabeg et Haudenosaunee. L’AÉUM reconnaît et respecte ces nations comme les véritables et 
constants gardiens des terres et des eaux sur lesquelles nous nous rencontrons aujourd’hui. En outre, 
l’AÉUM s’engage à respecter les lois et coutumes traditionnelles de ces territoires. 
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The Chair reads the land acknowledgment. 

3.​ Attendance 
 

The Chair takes attendance. 

4.​ Adoption of the Agenda – ADOPTED 

The agenda is distributed. The Chair asks whether there are any amendments to the agenda. 

Director Lilles notes that their name is not included on either agenda and asks whether this is 
intentional. 

The Chair confirms that this is an error, thanks Director Lilles for identifying it, and states that the 
correction will be made on both the public and confidential agendas. 

The Chair asks whether there are any further amendments or additions to the agenda. 

Seeing none, the Chair asks whether there are any objections to adopting the agenda. 

Seeing none, the agenda is adopted. 

5.​ Presentation 
a.​ Elections SSMU (Chief Returning Officer Lee) 

i.​ Appendix 1: Results & Voter Turnout by Faculty and Program - Special 
Plebiscite    

ii.​ Appendix 2: Results & Voter Turnout - Special Plebiscite Concerning Proposed 
Amendments to the SSMU Constitution 

iii.​ Appendix 3: Candidate Financial Declarations - Executive Elections 2026 
iv.​ Appendix 4: Voter Turnout by Faculty and Program - SSMU Executive Elections 

& Winter Referendum 2026 

Chief Returning Officer Lee presents the above Elections SSMU presentation. 

The Chair asks whether there are any questions for Chief Returning Officer Lee. 

Seeing none, the Chair then asks whether anyone has any comments or points of discussion to raise 
regarding the public session presentation. 
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Seeing none, Chief Returning Officer Lee’s public presentation is concluded. 

Director Ngassam asks, for the sake of not making Chief Returning Officer Lee wait for the discussion, 
whether the agenda can be amended to move Discussion Point 8a to after the confidential session. 

The Chair asks whether there are any objections to amending the agenda so that Discussion Point 8a 
becomes Discussion Point 9a, following the confidential session. 

Seeing none, the amendment is adopted. 

The Chair states that the Board will move into a confidential session. 

6.​ Announcements 
7.​ Motions for Approval 
8.​ Confidential Session:  

a.​ There is a Confidential Session this evening 
 
Public session resumes at 21:45 
 

9.​ Motions for Approval 
a.​ Motion regarding classifying the student handbook as an academic support resource 

(Director Leger) - APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 

Director Léger presents Motion 9a. As the motion was already presented during confidential session, 
the Board proceeds directly to questions. 

The Chair opens the floor to questions. 

Seeing none, the Chair opens the floor to discussion. 

Seeing no discussion, the Chair asks whether there is any opposition to passing Motion 9a by 
unanimous consent. 

Seeing none, Motion 9a is approved unanimously. 

10.​ For Discussion  
a.​ Disallowance of the Motion to Approve the Opening of a Bank Account For NUS 

(Director Ngassam) 
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Director Ngassam presents the motion to approve the opening of a bank account for NUS. As set out in 
the motion passed at Legislative Council, NUS is an affiliated student association under the Internal 
Regulations of Student Groups. Those Internal Regulations provide that SSMU may grant additional 
services to affiliated student associations and state that such services must be agreed to by the 
Society’s Board of Directors, without reference to Legislative Council. The concern raised is not with 
the substance of the motion itself, but with the procedure by which it was brought to the Board. 
Director Ngassam notes that this concern was flagged to the Secretariat, specifically regarding why the 
item was brought to the Board through disallowance rather than ratification. It was therefore 
recommended that the matter be brought forward for discussion. He clarifies that he is not opposed to 
passing the motion, but is concerned that it is being considered through disallowance rather than 
ratification. 

Director Taylor asks when Director Ngassam flagged the matter to the Secretariat. 

Director Ngassam responds that it was flagged 13 days prior. 

Director Taylor states that, in his view, the matter should have been immediately brought forward for 
ratification, given that the Internal Regulations of Student Groups are clear on the issue. He notes that 
it is unclear why the item is being treated as a discussion item rather than being converted to a 
ratification vote. 

The Chair, on behalf of the Secretariat, asks what response Director Ngassam received and from 
whom. 

Director Ngassam explains that, to paraphrase, the response received from the Speaker was that 
Legislative Council is generally permitted to pass items subject to Board approval. Due to the lack of a 
clear procedure regarding the bank account process, he was advised that he could flag the item to fail 
disallowance, which would result in it being added to the next Board agenda for debate. He notes that 
his understanding is that failing disallowance requires a motion. 

The Chair, on behalf of the Secretariat, asks whether the response was sent to the full Secretariat or 
only to Director Ngassam. 

Director Ngassam explains that his concern was sent by reply-all to the Secretariat, while the response 
to his concern was sent only to him. 
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Director Taylor moves to suspend the rules to add a motion to ratify the motion approving the opening 
of a bank account for NUS. 

Director Ngassam seconds the motion. 

The Chair asks whether there is any opposition to suspending the rules to add Motion 11a to the 
agenda. 

Seeing none, Motion 11a is added to the agenda. 

The Chair asks whether anyone else wishes to speak on Discussion Point 10a before moving on. 

Seeing none, Discussion Point 10a is concluded. 

11.​ Motions for Approval 
a.​ Motion to ratify the Legislative Council Motion to Approve the Opening of a Bank 

Account For NUS (Director Ngassam) - APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 

Following Discussion Point 10a the Chair asks whether there are any questions for Director Ngassam 
on the motion. 

Seeing none, the Chair opens the floor to discussion. 

Seeing no discussion, the Chair asks whether there is any opposition to approving Motion 11a by 
unanimous consent. 

Seeing none, Motion 11a is approved. 

12.​ Adjournment: 21:53 

The Chair asks whether there is any outstanding business remaining for the public session. 

Seeing none, the public meeting is adjourned at 21:53 p.m. 
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